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Editorial

Rigged redistricting again

February 6, 2012, 7:56 AM

Once again, lawmakers in Albany are up to their old tricks in redrawing district lines. The incumbents are all too used to carefully choosing their own voters before voters get a chance to choose them. 

That’s the only conceivable motive for the state Senate and Assembly redistricting lines being proposed by the Legislative Task Force on Demographic Research. It’s another blatant political effort by Republicans who rule the Senate and Democrats who control the Assembly to guarantee their own re-election. 

They ought to be ashamed of themselves. 

Political redistricting is something required once a decade nationwide under federal law. The process is based on the updated population figures produced by the U.S. Census. 

During the 2010 campaign, members of both parties in Albany signed a pledge to support fair redistricting. Once safely in office, they tossed aside that promise. 

Former New York City Mayor Ed Koch, who had obtained the pledges, blasted the task force’s proposed maps as unacceptable. 

“I am disappointed by this result and in the dishonorable lawmakers,” Mr. Koch said. “Today, victory lies with the enemies of reform.” 

We agree. Gov. Andrew Cuomo should veto the proposed redistricting if it reaches his desk. He has faulted the “political machinations” behind the new maps and should act in accordance with that accurate assessment. 

The governor has indicated in the past that he favors creating an independent commission for redistricting. The ideal would be to establish election districts that reflect not only parity in population, but also geographic contiguity and balanced ethnic proportions. 

But Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos (R-Rockville Centre, L.I.) and Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver (D-Manhattan) have refused to do away with gerrymandering, the distorting of districts to favor incumbents. 

Based on the old carefully designed election districts, the GOP barely won a 32-30 State Senate majority at the polls in 2010. By a wide margin, Democrats easily retained their control the Assembly. 

The dirty deal on redistricting worked out by the incumbents in Albany is a bid to maintain that status quo. 

“This is a significant step in the wrong direction,” said Susan Lerner of Common Cause, a leading advocate of good government. “It’s a continuation of gerrymandering, not a move toward more responsible redistricting.” 

Meanwhile, the Legislature has yet to create new U.S. congressional districts in New York, even though the federal courts have set June 26 as the date for that primary.  If rigged redistricting prevails, the citizens of New York State will face another 10 years of politics as usual. 

Unfortunately, not even vetoes, legal challenges and a public uproar seem likely to sway the uncaring incumbents in Albany. Their craving to stay in power by whatever means is shameful. 
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